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"Access to technology is at the present the third priority that the women in the world are faced with, only behind poverty and domestic violence". (United Nations Gender and Development Program.)

The evolution of humanity is characterized, among other processes, by the need that individuals and collectives have, of establishing forms of interaction. We know that the first sounds of the newly born are a way of emitting sound in order to generate a space of communications. The word spoken, in any tongue, is a tool for dialogue. 

The right to the information, the free exercise of the freedom of expression through the media, the access, the appropriation and use of the new technologies, all constitutes at the present, rights denied to the extensive majority of the women. 

This document deals with the spoken word, in the context of a civilization in transition where systematically: 

· more women are integrated to productive activities, 

· education is recognized as a means to fight the poverty, 

· knowledge and information are at the center of the development, 

· access to information is the motor of the economy, 

· new technologies are instruments in the daily life of a high percentage of the human activity; 

But also:

· women continue to be excluded  excluded from the right to the development, 

· extreme poverty strikes one thousand two hundred million persons that live with one dollar or less per day.

· near 130 million children in the world, of which 80 million are girls, do not have access to schooling.

· educational inequalities still exist, with regards to quality, quantity and opportunities,

· information and communications networks are concentrated in a few countries (25% of the countries of the world do not have sufficient fixed capacity of lines for the development of the new technologies, since is calculated that in those countries, the capacity is barely one telephone per 100 persons.), 

· only the 15% of the world population live the industrial countries, yet they have the 88% of the users of Internet, 

· the population of only 55 countries, use 99% of the technologies of the information, as are services, applications and goods. 

Connecting Voices and Proposals

In the framework of this universal context, it is necessary to take advantage of the new technology of the era to create spaces of interaction and communication that favor the breaching of the gap that configures today's world: the gap between the included and the excluded, according to present sociological research. 

We need to transcend the moment, and to do it extensively, and that is the power of the radio in Internet. “In the course of the development of our Web radio in cyberspace gave us account that to the same as the radio, we realized that the transience that characterized radio repeated itself in this new venue. However, our Web radio provided infinite possibilities for information and sound file storage that counteracted the apparent characteristics of immediacy, making interactivity an essential element where the news and information can be heard and heard."

As of 1991 in Costa Rica, Feminist International Radio Endeavour (FIRE) was created in order to use to the fullest,  the potential of radio as resource to amplify the voices of the women worldwide.  From within  its feminist, Latin American and Third World identity, this organization undertakes its international task by combining the creative use of the new technologies with traditional radio. 

One of its main  characteristics is that seeks to develop new forms of communications, contributing to change the flow if information in the world order, providing to the world order access to the voices and perspective of women through the combination of traditional radio and new technologies such as computers and telematic, in order to access a new concept of radio. 

It combines conventional radio with Internet, and contains a strategy that transcends the users of Internet, to be multiplied in diverse formats of communication, through rebroadcasts in local radios, international shortwave radio, magazines, newspapers, electronic networks, Web pages, etc. 

Internet provides the possibility of converting the computer in a transmitter of high frequency, at a more economic cost than traditional radio, to be combined with more conventional dissemination.

This proposal that integrates new technologies and the perspective of the women,  constituted in the first project of this kind, owned and administered by women of the  South.

This project is about an international  radio that broadcasts a critical content that combines sound with text and images with colors and with an innovative treatment of the information. This interactive concept of radio is the creative process of a group of women that learn day to day to take advantage of the technological resources, in order  to open channels that enable conversations within the networks and that allow women to create new forms of inclusion and disclosure of issues and perspective for the sake for humanity. 

New networks with a view toward the future 

The experience referred to previously provides evidence of the fact that it is possible to connect the experiences of women. That their right to communicate and to access new technologies can be achieved, allowing the validation of their oral expression, building a democratic communication, building knowledge, connecting voices, technologies and actions, transcending borders. 

Why Internet? 

"The tendency of concentration of what is called the "world data processing society" is given by the rich countries, by which the dissemination is not determined only by  the changes in technology,  but should be understood in the specific structural and institutional context". (Guillian Marcelle, Coordinator of the Gender Equity working group of the African Information Society.)

When we analyze the spectrum of the communications there is little doubt about the power it withholds. Those who own and decide in the media have the power to define that is socially prominent and relevant, wiping out of the social setting extensive sectors of the population. For the next years, the right to the communicate of the so called  "voiceless" will continue to be a right to conquer and for  those of us who do communications, it is a commitment for the sake of the "humanization" of humanity in the collective process of communication

The right to a democratic communication faces elements of great concern: 

· Ever more concentration of the ownership of media and its venues in national and international corporations.

· Unidirectional transfer of information  and technology from North- South. 

· The expansion of the digital divide worldwide that widens because of discriminations on the basis of race, class, gender,  etnnicity  and others, and between  North and South. 

· Politically preestablished ideological contents that are  sexist, violent and that alienate people. 

· Globalization of the economy,  centered in the power of the information. 

The accelerated advancement of communications, the fast development of the new technologies and the access to the cyberspace places us in the following challenge: will these advancements run the same fate of the radio spectrum, print media, etc., or will the excluded be able to benefited from them? 

Advocating the creation of  spaces of creativity and experimentation, appropriation and connection of technologies, voices and ideas, will  allow communication and exchange to be pluralistic and democratic, as a viable option to develop in the regional and global context.

The role  of new information and communications technologies in the world is ever  more acknowledged  because of the role they play in economics, politics, and the social and cultural spheres.

Recent studies show that access and use of new technologies runs almost parallel to the access and use of  power in other spheres, becoming more and more pronounced in what begins to be known as the “digital divide.” In it, the social and politically excluded groups are facing the same fate with technologies, as the fate they have faced in regards to political, economic, cultural and social life. 

These concerns affirm the need to consolidate media in hands and minds of women. Women aim to have more programs produced by them, but also to own media venues, as a legitimate right and a guarantee of continuity for their constructive insertion in the society at large. 

With enormous concern, radio women are aware of the plight they face when their programs are put off the air in radio stations, and are forced to go from station to station, being always at the will of the owners. Their testimonies confirm the exile and the segregation that they face as producers of radio programs, when the content transcends the framework of predetermined concepts and ideas of what is fit for the audience and the market. Communication venues in the hands of the women will prevent permit that the arbitrary rejection that stems from sexism, and inequality in power relationships.

According to the Economic Council for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) recognizes that Latin America and the Caribbean comprise 8% of the world population, yet has only 3.5% of the users of Internet…..However, in 1999 the number of computers connected to the Internet in the region rose quicker than in any other region of the world, with 14 times more users, than those  in 1995. 

CEPAL,  México City, April, 2000. 

According to the United Nations Human Development Report of 1999 (pp. 62) women constituted  38% of the users of goods and services of the new information technologies in the United States, 25% in Brazil, 17% in Japan and South Africa, 16% in Russia, only 7% in China and barely 4% in it Arab countries. 

Why radio? 

Latin American research about media has shown that radio has been, and continues to be the most democratic media and the one that has greater credibility in the media spectrum. In a world where media is concentrated in less hands, and where these present almost only selected personalities in power, radio (and more recently in Internet) is where we can find more diversity of voices and owners.

Commercial, community, and educational  radios coexist, and even in commercial radio, the purchase of space on the part of social groups beyond the politicians and the businessmen is more feasible due to the fact that it is cheaper.  It is this diversity of voices, what has given to  radio the credibility it has.  

In relation to women, similar studies have provided evidence of the fact that radio is the closes media to them, due to certain characteristics:

· Radio is the media that listens to them, where they can find answer to their questions. 

· The intimacy of radio makes women prefer it in order to express their ideas, because they can be hard without being judged by their appearance, but for what they have to say. 

· While going about their tasks, be it at home or in the work-place, radio is company to women, both because it is small and can be carried around, but also because it is the one media that one can listen to while doing other things…and women are the busiest of the busy in today's world.  

· Radio is the cheapest media, and the women continue being the poorest of the poor. 

· Also because in radio, they may be speaking to thousands of persons at the same time, but they're direct interaction is with one person at the same time: the interviewer. 

In relation to the gender gap in radio reception, where it is believed that women's radio programs are listened to by women only because they are only of the interest of women, according the recent and  innovative Radio Reception  Study carried out by FIRE with Puertorican journalist and researcher radio producer Norma Valle, the intimacy of radio also facilitates for men to allow themselves to listen to the women, even to the feminists, because they do not feel intimidated by them, due to the fact that they  listen to women through an apparatus that that they control. 

Why Radio in Internet? 

If radio has been the closest media to the women, and in it the oral language constitutes the primary bond, this relation should be extended to the Internet. 

The motives are various, however  women have historically developed an oral culture, that without depriving us of the written word, has allowed us the transmission of knowledge, wisdom, alliances, etc. Written language has frightened us, in many cases because we do not understand it, or because it requires more time, or due to the fact that oftentimes we do not know its use. 

Through oral language, women have maintained and shared the unofficial history of the evolution of  humanity; that which if not registered would be lost. 

It is in the words and voices of other women where we find ourselves, and maybe the most valuable thing about this proposal is that by giving a place to the voices of women, we continue validating them and their experiences, and also the most ancestral way of communicating, and at the same time the most disdained one, because it requires nothing else but the word, pure, simple, clear and  precise.

When we surf the Internet, there is a tendency to stop there where we can see, hear and interact with the other. That is why chats, video conferences, forums and other forms of exchange are so successful.

FIRE´s Internet radio proposal intends to conjugate the oral language of traditional with written language for those who cannot or do not want to hear, the visual image that recreates oral language, and other technical resources that allow is to multiply and amplify the voices and actions of women worldwide. A key dimension in FIRE´s strategy has bee the fact that we have promoted women as technicians, allowing them to use the controls and learn to do the technical work in new technologies, thus guaranteeing that they broadcast the voices even in the most adverse settings, be they technical, political or economic. 

"A greater participation of the women in the use of the new technologies requires, not only access, but training also." (Strain & Griffin, 1997.) 

It is a  proposal of a “multimedia radio” in permanent construction, where the oral language will give bring its  meaning  in information and communications technology, in the process of exchange and navigation in the Internet, while at the same time allowing women to be there in that venue, both as producers and users of its resources. 

Each day there are millions of conversations through the NET; adult and young people, women and men, people connected from within their homes, from their workplaces, in different parts of the world, whether they know each other personally or not, people that shares their language, multicultural people. They all have in common they seek to communicate and to be heard, and they are learning to use the new venue to do it.

Women can no longer wait to be called or invited to be included,  this time it is our responsibility break though and occupy our place in the Internet, to raise our voices as citizens, mothers, daughters, and companions, and to broadcast to the world, transcending borders, sharing our feminist perspective worldwide in all its dimensions: the family, education, culture, economics, science, diversity…about what we now know, and what will come.

