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Democracy and civil society in the cyberspace.

    In the early 90s., when access to the Internet began to increase, many people thought that this was going to produce a real and sustained democratization of communications. In the global society, information and knowledge have been transformed into very appreciated assets, even  from a commercial point of view. Thus, in such a society, the vision of the Internet as a public place of assembly for the discussion of world wide ranging issues gave the occasion for the idea that , finally, a sort of global process “from the bottom” could be achieved. The Internet was so conceived like a place for open discussion, for the defense of civil rights in any international forum and as a possibility to push forward the united efforts of the civil society affected by different political and economic processes. The result of this could be a democracy with no barriers or frontiers.

     But, the great corporations and their commercial interests soon appeared in the Internet , not only in the contents but also in their eagerness to control what had been conceived like a public space .

    There is an organization  that manages the policies for the system of names and sites in the Internet, ICANN; it is imperative that the representatives of civil society have an organized and conjoint participation in this organization in order to prevent another World Trade Organization in the cyberspace , entitled to establish, in camera, policies and changes in the Internet that could affect us all. The Asociación para el Progreso de las Comunicaciones (Association for the Advancement of Communications), APC, is playing a very important role for the democratization of communications in the cyberspace and to strengthen the work of the Foro Cívico de Internet. This forum has expressly stated its commitment with all the critical policies for the development of an Internet that is beneficial to the civil society  and to  the interests of the people.

