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What you have heard in this small room in this corner of Florida during the last 20 minutes is simultaneously being streamed to the world via WEBCASTING.

Anyone who has clicked in to Feminist International Radio Endeavour's (FIRE) Web radio at www.fire.or.cr in the Internet is listening to it together with you who are sitting here. 

Immediately after this presentation, the Webcast will be converted into a permanent sound file that can be heard upon demand by other Internet listeners.

At the same time, local radio stations and other media anywhere can download the sound files and re-broadcast them for audiences that do not have Internet access (which, by the way, amount to most people in the world.)

The inverse process is also possible, and is actually being done by many independent broadcasters in Latin America and the Caribbean: radio broadcasts are being simultaneously webcast, picked up by other radio stations, by satellite, etc., being picked up by Internet listeners at the same time as radio audiences. The multiplying effect is almost indefinite, like the sound waves themselves.

THE CREATIVE COMBINATION OF RADIO AND INTERNET BY INDEPENDENT PRODUCERS IN THE REGION HAS ACHIVES MANY GOALS:

1. It has allowed women and men who are excluded from electronic media to have a voice in it, and have their voices multiplied to other venues around the globe, while also allowing them to have access to what is in the Internet.

2. It has also re-connected communities that have been dismembered by forced migration, by allowing them to interact inexpensively with their relatives and neighbours back home through Internet broadcasts of their local radio stations, and viceversa.

3. It has facilitated the construction of new international communities of interest as is the global women's movement in its use of radio and the Internet to influence the global  agenda on behalf of their human rights. By combining local radio broadcasts picked up internationally by other media, Webcasting from the UN in Internet to be picked up by other media locally, regionally and internationally; doing interactive TV and Tele-conferencing, and multiplying them though electronic networks in their own hands, they were able to mobilise thousands of women to influence the most recent UN General Assembly even though only a few were physically present at its headquarters in New York. 

4. Indigenous and other communities have undertaken similar experiences.

In synthesis, this creative combination has strengthened the role that community and citizen's radio and independent broadcasters have played in democratising communication by expressing the plurality of voices, genders, cultures and human rights values that civil society has maintained in this globalise world.

I want leave you with one last thought:

Someone said yesterday that if we were to breach the digital divide without addressing other inequities, we would end up with a global mall where only 20% of the population can buy, and the rest will be there, but only to watch.

Community and independent broadcasters are here to say that working to breach the divide by democratising media and affirming universal human rights in our societies will contribute to allow all of us to be able to be in a world where the mall will be one place among many. 

A world where some of those other places will be spaces we might all want: safe homes, safe jobs, good health, safe lives, stable societies and sustainable communities based on the respect of human rights, secure and environmentally sound recreational spaces, and families with a future beyond their closed doors.

The logic of the market should not clash with the logic of human rights, lest we end up with none of the above. Let's work together towards a human centred development, each one from where she or he is at!

Thank you.

