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THE RADIO : ONDAS AZUAYAS

    The history of Ondas Azuayas, a democratic, independent and pluralist broadcaster, is linked up with the history of the past half of the century in Ecuador. Being a medium with a huge credibility, the radio gave rise to deep changes which led to a better society. The years of repression and fanatism helped to support the perception of this radio in the long term.

    In 1992, Ondas Azuayas was the first broadcaster offering a satellite service as it was a part of the large Cadena Solar. This fact allowed Cuenca to be daily connected with its brother people in Latin America.

    Since 1995, Ondas Azuayas and Radio Quito were the first broadcasters to have a national link via satellite : Ecuadorian.

    In 1997, Ondas Azuayas took another very important step, giving up its short wave broadcasting and replacing it with its radio signal in the world wide web, Internet, with a news service in Real Audio.

    At present, Ondas Azuayas broadcasts its entire programming in real time.

    During the last 10 years, a deep economic crisis made Ecuadorians leave their country massively , seeking for more job opportunities, education and housing, looking for a better life. In these days, nearly 2700 Azuayans leave their homeland monthly, and, by the end of the year 2000, more than 32.000 people from this area will have left the country legally or illegally.

    There are three million  Ecuadorians living abroad, half of them from the South of the country. Thus, our target audience in the Internet is quantitatively as important as our traditional radio audience. Most of these three million people live in some developed country  where the use of the Internet reaches 25%.

    Cybercafés  have mushroomed in Ecuador and , for the migrants, they are a very important link with their country, as they use new technologies to keep in touch with their families. The radio through Internet is their connection with every day life in their country, listening to the news or even strengthening sentimental bonds through the music,

    To reach such an important amount of people at such a low cost is only possible through the Internet. In this way, the web enhances the principles of freedom of speech and opinion.

